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not strike or, if the word * strike' can be used in such circum-
stances, it is a wholesale strike; it is a suspension of studies.
Thus what may appear to be an exception is not one in reality.
As a matter of fact the question such as the correspondent has
raised should not arise in the Congress Provinces. For there can
be no curb which the best mind of the students will not willing-
ly accept. The majority of them are, must be, Congress-minded,
They may not do anything that would embarrass the Ministries.
If they struck, they would do so because the Ministers wanted
them to. But I cannot conceive of Congress Ministers wanting
them to strike except when the Congress is no longer in office,
and when the Congress declares, may be, a non-violent active
war against the Government of the day. And even then, I
should think that to invite students in the first instance to
suspend their studies for strikes would be tantamount to a
declaration of bankruptcy. If the people in general are with the
Congress for any demonstration in the nature of strikes, stu-
dents will be left alone except as a last resort. During the last
war the students were not the first to be called out but they
were the last, so far as I recollect, and then only college
students.
I would like the correspondent to read or re-read my note
on a schoolmaster's letter in the Harijan of 18th September. He
will find therein my position regarding the political liberty of
students and schoolmasters.
But another correspondent writes in connection with it:
" If we allow paid State officials, teachers and others to participate
in politics, it would become a hell. No Government could be carried
on, if their policies are subjected to debates among Government or other
State officials who have to carry them out. Your desire that national
hopes, desires and ideas of patriotism should have free play is of course
proper. But I fear your article is likely to be misunderstood unless you
make your position quite clear."
I had thought that my position was quite clear. Where
there is a national Government there is rarely any friction bet-
ween it and its officials or the students. My note guards itself
against all indiscipline. -What the schoolmaster resents, and
rightly, is espionage and suppression of free thought which has
been the rule of the day hitherto. Congress Ministers them-
selves are of the people and from the people. They have no